Periprosthetic fracture after femoral intramedullary nail use in two cases of tibiotalocalcaneal arthrodesis.
Tibiotalocalcaneal arthrodesis using intramedullary nail fixation is a technically demanding procedure. Periprosthetic fracture in association with tibiotalocalcaneal arthrodesis is a rare occurrence, with relatively few instances reported. The present report describes 2 such instances that occurred after tibiotalocalcaneal arthrodesis using retrograde femoral intramedullary nail fixation. Studies have suggested that a longer nail might decrease the incidence of periprosthetic fracture. Other factors could also have an influence, including the proximal screw orientation and the presence of medical comorbidities, such as osteopenia.